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Australian National Busking Championships Festival 2025 at a glance:
* Friday November 14-Sunday November 16 2025 in Cooma, Snowy Mountains, NSW
* Three elite judges: Kerrie Gambley, John Littrich, Kyle Kash
*  $14,300 prizemoney
* People’s Choice competition with fundraising for charities

e 60 “of the highest-class busking acts ever seen together in Cooma at the one time” playing
in the CBD

* Competitors from Estonia, Western Australia, Queensland, Victoria and NSW cities and
regions

¢ Brand-new Master of Music Award for over 50s. A new Originality Award. A recording
prize.

* Three nights of free live entertainment and walk-up open mics at the Alpine Hotel
* Two days of free entertainment, markets, workshops in Centennial Park.

¢ Live broadcasting with 2MNO FM with busker interviews and performances on air

Cooma gets set for “biggest ever” two day/three-night
busking/music festival extravaganza

HUNDREDS of people are expected to converge on Cooma on Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 November
as the Australian National Busking Championships Inc hosts the Cooma regional heat and the 14"
annual Australian championship events amid its biggest ever festival of free entertainment, markets,
a street parade and workshops.

While many other Australian music festivals have met their demise in recent years, the not-for-profit
ANBC is going strong, mostly because it is run completely by volunteers and supported with grants
and donations from local businesses.

This year will be the first time in its 14-year history the ANBC has combined the Cooma heat and the
national grand final and founder/president, Allan Spencer, is predicting “the biggest and best
weekend of live entertainment ever seen in Cooma”.
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“Normally we hold the Cooma heat at the start of the year and the national grand final in November

but we decided to put it all together and create one big extravaganza to bring people to our amazing
town,” he said.

“We not only have the busking competition, but three nights and two days full of free entertainment,
workshops, markets and a street parade, so we are hoping that people will come out of Cooma and
the Snowy Mountains and from further afield, bring their families and spend the weekend enjoying
all that we have to offer.

“You can watch and vote for the buskers in the competition, sit and enjoy the performances of
dance, music and more on the community stage in the park, attend workshops in drumming and
ukulele, cheer on or take part in the street parade, attend the presentation ceremonies, take part in
or attend the open mics and check out our featured acts on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights.

“Cooma is well located for people to spend some time exploring the Snowy Mountains while they are
here as well, so people can bring their hiking gear, mountain bikes, shopping bags and have a great
time.

“One contestant is coming from the Central Coast with his whole family and staying for four days, so
the festival has a multiplying effect. It is an event that should help everyone, not just buskers, but
businesses and the community.”

Allan said the quality of entries and demand for spots in the busking competition - which has been a
starting point for artists like Tones and |, Felicity Dowd, The String Family, Charley Castle, The Water
Runners and more - was unprecedented.

“I had to limit numbers for the first time for the Cooma regional heat on Saturday and Sunday’s
national grand final is a showcase of the winners of all our six other regional heats around Australia
this year,” he said.

“We have $16,000 in cash and prizes up for grabs and three elite judges in former winners Kerrie
Gambley of Haystack Mountain Hermits, John Littrich of The Water Runners and the Tamworth
Country Music Festival recent Busking Coordinator Kyle Kash.

“We also have some class acts coming, including Tomas Ford aka Woody Campfire from Perth, our
own Ambassador and former runner up Gabi Forman, former winner, international blues musician Lil
G and local bands The Hip Replacements, Cool Change, the Wayward Pilgrims and The Chuffs all
playing for free during the weekend.”

Meet the judges - what are they looking for?

THE ANBC has assembled three elite judges to make the tough decisions as to who are the best
buskers at the Cooma regional heat and the national grand final in 2025
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Two of them - Kerrie Gambley and John Littrich - are active musicians, singer/songwriters and

former ANBC winners. One - Kyle Kash originally from Perth, now studying in Brisbane - has worked
as the coordinator of the Tamworth Country Music Festival busking competition, managing up to 600
buskers, busking spots, the Best of the Buskers concert and providing busker liaison, advice and
encouragement.

“I'll be looking for artists who can cut through the noise of the street and captivate an audience by
bringing something special to their performance - be it knowing their own voice or story and
having that charisma that connects authentically with the audience. | won't be looking for who
can drown out others but make an impression with the challenges presented of performing on the
street. Busking highlights a very visceral experience of what artists have to do in the digital realm
and on streaming services. They need to stand out amongst the saturation and you can'’t just
complain your way out of the problems of either streaming or the street. So | want to see artists
that can work within the frame of what they are given.” - Kyle Kash

Kerrie, from Tamborine Mountain Queensland, is double bass player, vocalist, songwriter and mum in
the family band Haystack Mountain Hermits, which won the ANBC Best Band in 2017, Open
Champions in 2018, collecting multiple regional titles including People’s Choice before taking out the
Tamworth Busking Championships in 2019. and is a finalist in the Gold Coast Music Awards as Live
Act of the Year.

“Busking is so much more than just performing on the street. It's a powerful opportunity to share
your art and create real connections with people. I'll be watching for those moments where the
artist and audience truly connect.” — Kerrie

John, from Kiama NSW, is lead singer of award-winning South Coast band The Water Runners, which
has won Best Band at the ANBC and recently won runner up in the Australian Folk Music Awards
People’s Choice.

His band The Water Runners were voted Best Band in second in the Open category in the ANBC in
2020, were nominated as finalists in the People’s Choice category in the Australian Folk Awards in
2021 and 2025.

“For me, while certainly musical ability is something to factor in, what I really like to see is
musicians connecting with their audiences and reading their audiences - seeing what is hitting the
mark and what isn’t. Good banter and rapport are important.” - John Littrich

Entertainment and workshops
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Free entertainment and workshops will abound throughout the three night/two-day Big Beautiful

Busking Weekend.

Friday night the Alpine Hotel will host a Meet and Greet walk up open mic from 5pm hosted by local
musician Richard Chalkley, with PA supplied, followed by country musician Col Finley.

Saturday morning 9am sees the start of all day entertainment on the community stage in Centennial
Park with a highlight Dalgety band The Chuffs (chairs and shelter provided), with buskers starting
their gigs in the CBD from 10am.

A djembe (drum) workshop will be held 10.45-11.45 in the park and a ukulele workshop 1pm-2pm,
all instruments provided.

The action moves to the Alpine Hotel at 5pm where ANBC Ambassador Gabi Forman will perform
ahead of a playoff by short listed Cooma regional heat buskers, followed by prize presentations and
an Open Mic for anyone who would like to get onto the stage.

Buskers, community groups, businesses and individuals will take part in a street parade Sunday
morning 9am to 10am on Sharp St, which will be closed for the event ahead of the start of the
national grand final busking competition from 10am to 2.30pm.

Throughout the weekend, the Loy Krathong Thai Festival will offer Thai food, dancing and Krathong
making, raffles and prizes in Centennial Park, along with markets on both days.

Sunday the community stage in Centennial Park will feature prominent local bands Cool Change, Gabi
Forman and the Wayward Pilgrims and The Hip Replacements.

Sunday night former winner and internationally acclaimed blues artist LilG will perform solo and with
the Snowy 2.0 Band at 5pm at the Alpine Hotel ahead of the presentation of the National Grand Final
awards and a concert by the winners.
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